
one, pregnancy was the abdominal trouble. A
diminished pulse rate and subnormal tempera¬
ture are not uncommon after typhoid fever.

The cases cited are by no means proof of a

causal relation between abdominal lesion and
functional heart trouble, nor is it clear that the
effects of nutritional disturbances, or of cardiac
obesity have been eliminated, yet still they make
it desirable that possible connections of this type
should be more closely noted.

ON THE VALIDITY OF STATISTICAL PROOF IN
MEDICINE.

The following axiomatic statement occurs at
the head of a book review in a recent number of
the Lancet : "The true and sufficient reply to
the oft-quoted allegation that one can prove any-
thing by statistics is that without them one can

prove nothing." This is putting the case in
strong language, to say the least, and yet there
is so much in it of rebuke to those who would
belittle the authority of statistical statement that
we would be glad if we could give emphasis to
the quoted paragraph, with the name of its acute
composer. When we reflect how much in the
past history of scientific medicine has been due to
the master in statistics, and how much in future
must depend upon him, we stand ready to honor
the philosopher who could indite so clear and
righteous a decree.

THE MEDICAL BUREAU OF THE COLUMBIAN
EXPOSITION.

This very necessary adjunct to the great Fair
was organized June 1, 1891. Staff: Jno. E.
Owens, M.D., Medical Director; W. H. Allport,
N. R. Yeager, S. C. Plummer, Assistant Sur-
geons.

The Bureau took charge of medical, surgical,
and sanitary inspection work on the grounds
July 1, 1891, and is now in active operation.

A temporary dispensary and emergency hos-
pital has been constructed, where medical and
surgical attendance and medicines are furnished
to employes during the day free of charge.

The Bureau is amply equipped with instru-
ments, medicines, operating room furniture,
stretchers, cots, and an orderly. The City Po-
lice Department has furnished a patrol wagon
for ambulance service to be used until a perma-

nent ambulance has been constructed, and the
Exposition company provides horses, harness
and driver.

The present Bureau operating during the con-
struction period will be the nucleus of the med-
ical service of the World's Fair. It is the in-
tention of the Medical Director to make the
records of the Bureau as complete as possible
from a statistical and historical standpoint, and
to furnish at the close of the service a report
which will be valuable in the organizations of
the Medical Bureaus of future Expositions.

Present number of persons living or working
on the grounds is 2,000, increasing weekly.
Several accidents have already occurred, and the
Bureau has had ample opportunity to demon¬
strate its right to existence.

NECROLOGY.

Richard Lea McDoiiell, M.D.
Dr. Richard Lea McDonell, of Montreal, died July 31,

aged thirty-eight years. He was professor of clinical
medicine at McGill University and physician to the Mon¬
treal General Hospital. He was the son of an accom¬

plished physician from whom he inherited fine intellect¬
ual powers and an unquenchable fondness for medicine.
He was one of the best and most popular among the
junior professors in the University, being notable for his
punctuality and careful preparation as well as for his fine
literary capacity and a ready diction. He was active in
the medical societies and with his pen in both American
and English periodicals. About two years ago he was

taken with a severe pulmonary haemorrhage, which im¬
pelled him to give up his professional work for a year,
and to travel in Europe. He spent most of this .time
among the Alps, and his health was so far improved that
there appeared to be an arrest of the disease. He resum¬

ed work, and during the last session of the college was
in vigorous health, and so continued until a few weeks
since. But his pulmonary troubles returned and ad¬
vanced rapidly during July, carrying him off in the prime
of life, a sacrifice to tubercular phthisis.

John Joseph Cochran, M.D.
Surgeon John Joseph Cochran, U. S.  ., died August

6, at the St. Luke's Hospital, New York City. He was a

native of Cambridge, Mass., from which State he was

appointed to the Army about ten years ago. He was an

alumnus of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York, of the class of 1876, and for a short time served as

surgeon on one of the Cunard liners, directly after his
graduation. He attained to the grade of captain in 1885.
His fatal illness was typhoid fever.
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